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RE: DocketNo. FV03-925-1PR . "
Federal Reglster Vo..70, No. 100, Page 80001
Grapes Grown in a Designated Area of Southeastem Callfornia and Imported
Table Grapes; Proposed Change In Réquiatory Period
COMMENTS IN OPPOSITION mpfgvcse )SED CHANGE

Maar Nneiat Clark- e |
FEDERACION GREMIAL NACIONAL. DE PRODUCTORES DE FRUTAS -
FEDEFRUTA opposes the above refere
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ed change In the effective date of Table
Grape Marketing Order 925 and the companion Table Grape import Regulation 4 that
will further restrict table grapes supplied from Chife, ‘
FEDEFRUTA Ie an foderation repsenting growers of fresh fruits in Chile,
including table grape growers. FEDEFRUTA’S members produce and ship 38 million
boxes of table grapes to the U_S. annually, representing approximatsly 70% of the total
table grape export o the U_S. 3 :

i o

The proposed change n the beginning effeclive date of Marketing Order 925
and Table Grape Import Regulation 4 from April 20 to April 1 will have & direct negative
impsct on our member growers, especially thoze who export table grapes in the April 1
to April 20 period. Table grapes harvested from April 1 through April 20 come from the
southern regions - Region Metropolifana, and Region VI, VIl and VIIl. Approximately
4,800 table grape growers cuttivate in these regions, accounting for approximatety
11,630 hectares - 24% of the total ayea planted with table grapes In Chile. ff the
Proposed Rule should be adopted, 7,537,003 hoxes of table grapes shipped from
these regions to tha U.S. (average over the last three years) will be excluded from the
U.S. supply, smounting to US$ 103,419,614,
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Furthermore, FEDEFRUTA concurs with, and incorporates herein by reference,
tho detailed comments and supporting data submited by ASQOEX, the Chilean
Exporters Association. Specifically, FEDEFRUTA urges the agesncy 1o reject the
proposed change in the regulatory pesiod because: :
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The Proposed Rule Imifoses fharketing order standards on’ Chitean
supplles when no domealic varielics are available, and therefore
constitutes a non-tariff Barer contrary to the teyms of WTO Agreements
and the U.S-Chile Free Tiade Agieement.
The Propoeed Ruls assésses in n feas starfing April 1 when no
domestic supplies are beifig so charged, and thereby violates Articie i
and Astile VIll of GATT 1094, * ,
The Proposed Rule does ot contain any evidence of circumvention by
Chilean table grapes sufficient to warrant the proposed change.
The change in date ffoi APl 20 to April 1 will create an artificial
shortage of table grapes Siice thare Is no other commercially significant
and reliable supply from‘any sclice other than Chile. h
The Chiiean grapes supplied fidm April 1 fo the earliest commercially
significant supplies of grapeés from Coachella Valley in California meet
marketing specifications from retall chaina that are more stingent in
some respacts than the marketing order requirements.
The proposed change canniot Be validly based on a 20 year-old survey of
cold storage practices. ‘
The proposed change caii not be justifiad under the criteria established
by the AMAA for a cirainge in the beginning effective date of Marketing

. Order 925 or the companion Tablke Grape Import Regulation 4 in view of

the record prices received by Coachiella Valley growers in the last two
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FEDEFRUTA members have iiade substantial capital investment over time o
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produce and supply quality table grapee woridwids. The proposed change in the
effective beginning date will create a ‘serious business risk fo our member growers
bacause of the unceriainty and the costjnmlvl:d in the transportation of the fruit We

strongly urge USDA 1o reject the Proposed Ru
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